
You’ve heard stories of the amaz-
ing feats of strength that parents 
perform when their child is in 

danger—lifting a car or performing CPR 
for incredible lengths of time. In today’s 
Gospel, we encounter a mother whose 
devotion to her daughter fuels not a 

display of physical strength but cer-
tainly one of emotional endurance. This 
Gentile mother persistently pleads with 
Jesus for her daughter’s healing despite 
cultural taboos, her dismissal by the 
disciples, and Jesus’ apparent rejection 
of her request. Saint Augustine tells us 
that Jesus was challenging the woman 
so his apostles would understand that 
this Gentile woman had more faith than 
his Jewish followers, perhaps including 
the apostles at that time. 

Jesus and this persistent mother 
have much to teach us. The combina-
tion of Jesus’ boundless heart with the 
mother’s intense devotion is the model 
we are called to follow. Devotion to 
family is essential; however, how can we 
extend such devotion and persistence 
for justice to those outside our self-
imposed boundaries? It’s a powerful 
story on both ends—a teaching we 
might paraphrase with the Golden Rule 
and Great Commandment. We might 
claim with defensiveness that we aren’t 
racist, sexist, or homophobic. But if we 
look closely at the things we say, the 
mindsets we hold, or the judgments we 
make, perhaps we’ll find that we are 
in need of a more boundless heart. It 
isn’t always easy, but we can’t ignore the 
powerful challenge Jesus models for us 
today.   
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Love That Endures  
By Janel Esker

SUNDAY READINGS
Isaiah 56:1, 6–7
The prophet declares the Lord will save 
“foreigners” (Gentiles) who serve the 
Lord and observe his commands. Their 
holy conduct is pleasing to God and a 
sign of divine justice. 

Romans 11:13–15, 29–32
Paul, identifying himself as an apostle to 
the Gentiles, recognizes their shared call 
to salvation and the jealousy it causes 
Israel. Yet he reminds his race that they, 
too, were unfaithful to God, and the 
mercy now shown to the Gentiles is a 
sign of God’s endless mercy toward all.

Matthew 15:21–28
A Canaanite woman begs Jesus to help 
her daughter, who is possessed by a 
demon. Though rebuked, she persists and 
insists that her Gentile status warrants 
her a “scrap” of pity. Jesus proclaims her 
great faith and heals her daughter.
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•  How do you view and treat  

non-Christians and public sinners? 

• What helps you internalize and  

 express the truth of Christ’s  

 universal and eternal mercy?

Now from Ligouri Publications!

Lord, 

You offered the healing 

love and compassion 

of God to the sick and poor.  

Help me be an 

 instrument of your  

love and compassion  

to all people. 

~

From Faithful Meditations for
 Every Day in Ordinary Time, 

by Rev. Warren J. Savage 
and Mary Ann McSweeny



By Kathleen M. Basi

we do. He answers our repeated offenses 
with a continuous rain of blessings. Now 
that’s mercy. 

God’s blessings fill our senses with 
tangible reminders of divine mercy. God 
infuses life’s banalities with beauty. He 
shows us that despite our unworthiness, 
despite our propensity for tripping over 
the same sins time and time again, the 
font of mercy can never run dry. Perhaps 
if we learn to be cognizant of God’s 
mercy in the midst of ordinary blessings, 
we might find it easier to pass that mercy 
on. Perhaps then, when we have to deal 
with a coworker who rubs us the wrong 
way or a family member who pushes 
all the right buttons, we can react with 
generosity of our own. Perhaps we might 
even learn not to cry over spilled bath 
water.   

The Redeemer, 
Mary, and You
By Fr. Matthew Allman, CSsR

Ionce served as a pastoral associate at 
the Basilica of Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help in Boston. That basilica, com-

monly known as the Mission Church, is 
important in American devotion to Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help because it was 
the first Redemptorist church dedicated 
to Mary under this title in the USA. 
As early as the 1870s, just a few years 
after Pope Pius IX entrusted the original 
icon to the Redemptorists in Rome, the 
Mission Church became a major center 
of prayer through which devotion to Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help spread. 

In the early days of the Boston parish, 
people experienced healing while pray-
ing in front of the copy of the Marian 
icon. Several healings were so dramatic 
that stories about them were picked up 
by the national press. It became a tradi-
tion for the Redemptorists at the shrine 
to display votive offerings that were left 
behind by people as a testimony to the 
graces they received. Many remain today.

Of course, healing and consolation are 
major characteristics of devotion to Our 
Mother of Perpetual Help wherever the 
icon has been carried. Generations of 
faithful devotees have found the love of 
God mediated through this woman who 
quietly watches us, listens to our needs, 
and then presents her Son and the mys-
tery of his passion and resurrection as 
the truest answer to any of our prayers. 
We now pray that we may offer gracious, 
loving, healing, and helpful responses to  
all those we encounter.   

WEEKDAY 
READINGS

August 18-23

Mon.  Ezekiel 24:15–24 /  
Matthew 19:16–22 

Tues. St. John Eudes:  
 Ezekiel 28:1–10 /  
 Matthew 19:23–30 
Wed. St. Bernard: 
 Ezekiel 34:1–11 /
 Matthew 20:1–16

Thu. St. Pius X: Ezekiel 36:23–28 / 
 Matthew 22:1–14
Fri.  The Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary:  

Ezekiel 37:1–4 /  
Matthew 22:34–40

Sat. St. Rose of Lima:  
 Ezekiel 43:1–7 /  
 Matthew 23:1–12  
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God’s Font of Mercy 
Is Always Full

After six years of parenthood, I 
should have known better than 
to leave kids unsupervised in 

the bathtub even for five minutes while 
finishing the dishes. So I had no one 
else to blame when I came upstairs one 
night to find my youngest child pouring 
water—lots of water—onto the bath-
room floor. Three dripping towels and a 
mop later, I turned to my toddler: “No 
bedtime stories for you!” I snapped. Big 
brown eyes blinked innocently, heaping 
frustration upon my anger. Did he have 
any idea why I was so upset? 

At any given moment, God has to 
watch us, his beloved children, dive 
headfirst into situations we know we 
ought to avoid and wallow in sins we’ve 
confessed a hundred times. And what’s 
more, our vision is so limited that often 
we don’t even understand why what 
we’re doing is wrong. It must be agoniz-
ing for the one who takes our pain as 
his own. Can’t you just see God pulling 
his hair out? God deals with far bigger 
offenses than two gallons of water on a 
tile floor, but he doesn’t react the way 

Just Live It

God’s blessings  
fill our senses 
with tangible 
reminders of 
divine mercy.


